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ECE senior project symposium a success
Jason Lucas
Staff Writer
Wednesday marked the culmi-
nation of two and a half quarters
of intensive work for many
seniors as the Electrical and
Computer Engineering Depart-
ment presented its •Senior
Project Symposium. Twenty-
four groups of seniors had the
opportunity to show off their
accomplishments to their class-
mates, their professors, and to
their project sponsors through
slide presentations and a dem-
onstration time.
As the final phase in a series of
courses designed to emphasize
the design process, senior Elec-
trical Engineers and Computer
Engineers are assigned to a
three-term project beginning in
the fall. These projects are coor-
dinated by the ECE Department
with a wide variety of corporate
sponsors to provide the seniors
with real-world engineering
project experiences. Throughout
the life of the project, groups
work with their sponsoring com-
panies to meet the goals of the
team, the, company, and the
department. At the end of the
spring quarter, the projects
become property of the spon-
sors.
The ECE Department goes to
great lengths to arrange spon-
sorships for projects that are as
varied as possible. This year's
projects included several_ test
devices, systems incorporating
image processing, wireless
audio transmission, and quality
control systems for manufactur-
ing lines. Fax machine
archiving, microphone arrays,
gymnasts, car finders and
weather systems were also
project topics.
Throughout the year, the teams
were guided by one of four ECE
professors: Professor Bill
Eccles, Professor Dan Moore,
Professor David Voltmer or Pro-
fessor Ed Wheeler. While these
four professors are charged with
the task of mentoring the groups
and being the primary sources
of answers to problems the
teams faced, other ECE profes-
sors also made themselves
available for much needed assis-
tance.
The faculty in attendance at
Wednesday's symposium
seemed pleased with the
projects. Dr. Voltmer was
impressed, saying that the
projects ranged from "good to
excellent," while Dr. Wheeler
noted that the "presentations of
the projects represented enor-
mous amounts of work and were
very well done."
Looking at the big picture, Dr.




On April 5, InterVarsity Chris-
tian Fellowship held "Why the
Cross?" an event designed to
increase public awareness on the
Christian viewpoint of Easter. As a
thinking exercise, a question table
was set up in the commons the day
of the event. People passing by
were asked the question, "What
comes to mind when you think of a
cross?"
This simple question, word-asso-
ciation at the core, produced a-large
number of responses.
By far the most popular with 55
votes._ was the figure associated
with the Christian Easter, Jesus.
Following close behind were the
themes of sacrifice and salvation,
also associated closely with Jesus.
After the big three, the responses
leaned heavily in the direction of
church associated ideas: crucifix-
ion, Christianity, resurrection, and
the church itself. Death and Easter
also made strong showings. Love,
finished out the list.
Other responses, while not
nearly as popular as the ones
detailed above, reflect associations
with everyday items. The Red
Cross made a strong showing,
along with the quick answer of "an
intersection of lines." Mathematics
and magnetic fields showed off the
academic side of Rose-Hulman,
while bowling and tic-tac-toe indi-
cated that people still know how to
have fun.
In Sesame Street fashion, the let-
ter "T" came up a few times, while
the cross as just a plain old symbol
seemed good enough for some peo-
ple.
Finally, falling into the "only one
person mentioned it" category were
the three responses of Charles
Manson, a person in trouble, and
the idea of an oppressive, aggres-
sive religious belief. Technically, I
suppose, three people mentioned
the last response, but in different
ways. For brevity's sake, those
responses were combined into one
category.
Moore noted that the presenta-
tions and projects are both "get-
ting better than from previous
years," and that "an increased
sponsor attendance [spoke]
well for all the teams."
Students in attendance also
had some strong opinions on the
matter. Statements such as, "I
enjoyed it, it was fun," and
"that's pretty dang cool!" were
common throughout the day.
The symposium was capped
off with Dr. Moore presenting a
$250 award, sponsored by ON
Semiconductor, to the team hav-
ing the best overall presentation.
This team represented Harold's
Classroom of Chico, CA and
DC Power Systems of Grant's
Pass, OR. The team, comprised
of Ryan Barton, Benjamin
Brown, Damon Conover, and
David McCoy, developed a data
acquisition system for an elec-
tric car designed as a kit to be
sold to high schools. These kits
would provide the students with
an opportunity to apply their
knowledge of math and science
in a tangible manner.
When asked what had been
most important to the success of
their project, Barton was quick
to give credit to their "phenom-
enal sponsor," Eric Ryan of
Harold's Classroom. He said
that Mr. Ryan was very helpful
and quick to respond to their
questions.
Kyle Gossman/ Thorn
Ryan Barton and his group developed a data acquisition system






This weekend, Terre Haute
will be the center of attention for
people from hundreds of miles
away. The fourth annual Cross-
roads Arts Festival will feature
pictures, sculptures, and music
from artists both in the local
community, greater Indiana, and
four other states. A great effort
has been made to include a wide
variety of exhibits and bring ex-
citement and culture to down-
town Terre Haute.
The Crossroads Arts Festival
was founded in 1998 by commu-
nity leaders who had a passion
for the arts and wanted to have a
celebration that would showcase
Terre Haute. Although relatively
new, each year has brought new
growth and variety to the festi-
val, which attracts thousands of
visitors from Indiana and nearby
states.
This year, the show will fea-
ture works by more than forty
professional and amateur artists,
several bands and glee clubs,
features of younger school stu-
dents' works and events that en-
courage audience participation.
The displays and stages featur-
ing the artwork will be posi-
tioned along Wabash avenue and
other nearby roads, and a con-
stant schedule of events will
keep the show exciting. Several
Rose-Hulman students actively
working on sculptures will be
among the people contributing to
the festival. Last year the Solar
Phantom was featured.
The show will also feature the
performing arts. Events include
a drama production from Indiana
State University, performances
by the Terre Haute Symphony
Orchestra, and other music
styles including Celtic and blue-
grass.
Also on exhibit will be a liter-
ary arts presentation, sculptures
that include basketry and blown
glass, a variety of paintings and
artwork from local schools.
Landscapers will be on hand to
recreate a Victorian garden, and
a historical presentation on Terre
Haute will feature bicycles.
There is a lot of creative ener-
gy focused on this weekend, and
the organization of such a large
event owes a lot to the efforts of
the artists as well as volunteers.
Several Rose students, including
some from Alpha Phi Omega
will help in set-up as well as in
distributing information and en-
tering names in a contest draw-
ing.
If you have spare time this
weekend, you may enjoy stop-
ping by.
Campus Beautification tomorrow 8:30 am
ENTERTAINMENT OPINIONS SPORTS FLIPSIDE
One DVD worth getting
New J. Jackson CD
Global Warming SCAC Sports Festival Wacky Profs and registra-
tion help
Page 4 & 5 Page 6 Pages 7 Page 8
WEATHER WATCH
FRIDAY
Partly Cloudy./Hi 75-Lo 48
SATURDAY
Mostly Sunny/Hi 71-Lo 51
information courtesy The Weather C ha noel






Swing Lessons and 3














Order of Omega Car










Skinner Fest and a





























Delta Delta belta Cares...
Front of Wal-Mart
6 PM April 27 to 6 PM April 28
TeetF-Teter-A-Thon
2001
Act Like a Kid Again!!
Come out and Teeter-Totter






































8:00 PM, Swing Dance
Brought to you by
S.A.B.
WMHD90.5FM presents: HEAR NO EVIL
Friday, April 27 8pm-2am in Deming Lobby
Free for RHIT students: $3 for others, $1 with canned food donation
Breakdancing floor sponsored by the Breakdancing Discovery Club
LINEUP:
Dave Schue Trance/Hard Trance 8pm Indianapolis
Adam Porter House 9pm Fort Wayne
Dan Walter Jungle/DnB lOpm Chicago
Brandon Invergo Trance/Breakbeats 1 lpm Chicago
Brian Davis House 12pm Terre Haute
Jay Brotz Techno lpm New York
SUBMISSIONS
Events may be published in Events by any organization or individual. Information on club meetings, lectures, speeches, and athletic events,
including announcements of times and locations may be submitted to Campus Calendar, in care of Dale Long, associate director of communications,
at Box 14 or extension 8418. More detailed articles containing plans, agendas, and specific information should be submitted to the Rose Thorn.
All submissions must be made by Wednesday at noon in order to be published in Events in the Rose Thorn on Friday.
The Rose Thorn
Friday, April 27, 2001
News
Briefs
SGA Club Summit approaches
What: SGA Club Summit
When: Sunday, May 6,2001
Where: Olin 157 11:00 am -
12:30 pm
Who: Presidents and Treasurers
of all SGA-sponsored clubs, or rep-
resentatives to take their places.
The presidents need to come pre-
pared with the names, email
addresses, and phone numbers of
all of the officers and of their fac-
ulty advisor. They also need to
have a copy of their constitution for
SGA files.
Most importantly, they need to
come prepared to give input and
feedback on what SGA can do for
them. Pizza and refreshments shall
be served.
SGA Class President elections
next week
SGA class president elections
will be held Tuesday May 1, 2nd
hour through 9th hour in the com-
mons. Sophomore candidates: Josh
Gregory and Drew Courtice. Junior
candidates: Bret Olson, John
Stoner, Rory Sant, and Tim Bus-
chur. Senior candidates: Kate
Daniel and Mike Dawkins.
International Student Fair this
Saturday
Kahn Rooms - Saturday, April
28th, 1:00 - 3:00 pm
RHIT international students will
prepare some snacks, demonstrate
Chinese calligraphy drawing, draw
desiims with the Indian natural col-
oring ̀ henna' on your hands, play
some music, and display artifacts
from various countries.




Campus Beautification will take
place this Saturday. Starting at 8:30
am, floors and various campus
groups will be working on projects
to improve the appearance of our
campus. The event will culminate
in a barbecue and raffle for the par-
ticipants. Contact your RA for
more information.
Rose Drama Club Presents
"1776"
The first two performances of the
spring musical 1776 will take place
this weekend. The shows are at 8
pm on both Friday and Saturday,
and are free with a Rose ID. Reser-
vations can be made for the May
4th and 5th performances at http://
www.rose-hulman.edu/Users/
groups/DramaC I ub/.
SAB Presents Dr. Zoot
This Friday night, SAB presents
the swing band, Dr. Zoot. A one
hour swing dance class will be
offered at 7:00 pm followed by two
90-minute sets starting at 8:00 pm.
Spend your Friday night dancing
your heart out!
"Watch out S addam !"
"Todd and Vinay are Taking Over!
By the way, that's one killa hod!"
Listen to "The Late Show"
Tuesday Midnight till 2ish





TERRE HAUTE FIRST NATIONAL BANK
NEWS Page 3
MATH CORNER PROBLEM OF THE WEEK
Problem:
Imagine sawing a wood ball into two pieces. Place one of the two piece in water
with its .flat base parallel to the water's surface, as in .figure 1. Then tilt it, but
keep its base above the water, as in .figure 2. When you let go, will it tip over or
will it return to the position in figure I? (Does it depend on how much is cut op) ,
—E3— --e—
Figure I Figure 2
This problem requires only requires calculation of the center mass and a little
logical thinking. It is a result of Archimedes.
I. Contest is open to all students at Rose-Hulman.
Contest 2. The best solution as judged at the next Math Club meeting will be awarded two
new dollar coins. (See solution criteria below)
Rules: 3. In case of a tie, each winner will be awarded a new one dollar coin.
4. Solutions must be submitted by 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday to David Finn at G 213.
5. Eligible Voters: All students at the Math Club meeting during 10th period on
Wednesday in G 220.
6. If no correct solution is submitted. No prize will be awarded.
• Solution must be correct.
Solution • Solution must be documented or explained.
• Clarity of solution. Solution should be easily understood.
Criteria: • Elegance of solution. Number of steps should be minimized without affecting clarity.
Available on the web at
http://www.rose-hulman.edu/-finnimathcorner.html
Amish Style Family Dining
1050 South State Road 45 Terre Haute, IN
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Sensual. That describes Janet
Jackson's music in one word.
Throughout the years, she has
been gearing her lyrics more and
more towards the sexual nature.
While some may take offense to
this, most hardcore Janet fans
merely see this as another state-
ment of Janet's platform. Her lat-
est release on Tuesday, April 24th
is no different, and may be her
most erotic release to date. Called
All For You, Janet continues her
usual trend of heavy dance beats
and electronic twist since her last
release The Velvet Rope back in
1997.
Entering show business on a
CBS sitcom named Good Times,
Janet soon followed with staring




career stemmed off of
her younger days with
her brother, Michael
Jackson. She was an
instant hit almost imme-
diately amidst fierce
competition with rival
artist Paula Abdul. 1
think there is no doubt as
to who the leader in this
competition is. When
was the last time any-
body heard a new hit
from Paula? Recently.
Janet has been in the
public spotlight with her
divorce and $10 million
lawsuit from her former
husband. However, such
drawbacks do not seem
to be affecting her per-
formance as lyrics in her
newest album comment
to the enjoyment of her
new "single life." She
was honored on March
13th at the mtvICON
show for her status as
one of the most influen-
tial artists in Pop and
R&B.
Rounding Up the Usual Suspects...
See Where Playing the Best Music Gets You?
Listen to Todd and Vinay!
"The Late Show"
On WMHD 90.5FM
Tuesday night Midnight — 2ish
(Actually, Wednesday morning)
Fine Print: The Late Show" means, we start after 12AM
Phone: 04376 xVERN (veiled V-E-R-N)
Music Type: rock, alternative, new and old,
... you know, the good stuff
SERVICES
McMullen Security Service:
Security Guards available to
Rose-Hulman Fraternity.
Sorority. and Private Parties. Call
1-888-822-5051 or 1-812-895-
0710. Leave a message.
HELP WANTED
Summer Camp for Girls
In Clay County hiring counselors.
lifegaurds, and a waterfront
director for summer. Competitive
Salaries, rewarding experience
with children. Call Camp
Manager at 800- 232-0104
The Rose Thorn needs a work
study student to work in the
office. The student would answer
phones and call business to
inquire about advertising.
Janet Jackson All For You
Amazon.com
The Rose Thorn
Friday, April 27, 2001
All For You has been highly
anticipated for some time now.
The first single from the new
album. "Doesn't Really Mat-
ter." was released back on the
movie soundtrack for The Nutty
Professor 2: The Klumps. The
song was an instant hit and
spent 3 weeks as Number 1 on
the Billboard's Top 100 back in
August and September of
2000. Her newest single, the
title track for All For You is
slowly rising up the charts.
Another track that caught my
attention from her new album
was "You Ain't Right" with its
perfect mix of beats and lyrical
tone bringing back memories of
80's hits.
Janet fans will not be disap-
pointed with this latest release.
but then with two hit singles out
long before the release of her
album, we already knew that.
Newer fans of Janet will enjoy
the heavy dance beats and
catchy lyrics of the album. For
everybody else, the two singles
are worth acquiring., Look for
more from this sex icon and hit
diva in the next few years.
Thorn wins ICPA Awards
Second Place
Best Front Page - Staff for the March 17th 2000 issue
Second Place
Best Sports Photo - Don Harrington "Rising Up"
Third Place
Best Sports Photo - Kyle Gossman "Women's Soccer"
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
FOR SALE
1996 Plymouth Neon, 24000
miles. 4-door. AC. AM/ FM. well
maintained. $6250 call (812) 939-
2445
1996 Ford Ranger XLT SC 2WD
4.0 L V6. AT, AL. AW, CC, TS,
$3500 stero w/ CD, alloy wheels,
TSL off road tires. Tow Package,
Chrome Box. bed liner,
flowmaster muffler. Asking
$11500, Call Jon (if.: 8776856
1994 van -- Plymouth Grand
Voyager, LE, one owner,
excellent condition, new tires,
keyless entry, black, $4500. Call
234-8462 or 877-8303.
FOR RENT
3 to 6 bedr000m houses for
students 2 plus bath, furnished
with refrigerator, range, dish
washer, washer and dryer central
air, and furniture including beds
desks, dresser, etc. Convient to
campus and good areas. Ample
parking, 24-hour emergency
services. 478-9286
3 or 4 bedroom, furnished or
unfurnished, east, no pets, $550
per month plus utilities. 877-2910









Studios, i o 5 bedroom Apartments. and
Houses
Close to Campus
Spacious. I urn al the (entry Housing at
Alpirdable Prices jar Responsible Students
Our Tenant, Are Our Best Reference
FRAZER PROPERTIES
232-4486
oilizing in Student Housing Since
POLICIES
The Rose Thorn offers classified
advertisements less than 30 words
free to Rose-Hulman students,
faculty, and student organizations.
For submissions of more than 30
words, each additional word is 15
cents.
All other classified advertisements
are $3.00 for the first 30 words
and 15 cents for each additional
word. Payments must be made in
advance.
Furnished or unfurnished. 3
bedroom hous. East, clean.
carpeted. no pets, $550 per month
plus utilities. 877-2910
The Rose Thorn reserves the right
to refuse advertising which the
editors judge to be discriminatory
on the basis of race, religion,
sexual orientation, or gender.
Submissions may be made at the
Thorn office, through campus
mail addressed to the Thorn, by e-
mailing thorngrose-hulman.edu
or by calling the Thorn office at
extension 8255. Deadline for
submissions: 5p.m. the
Wednesday prior to publication.
Runs over one week must be
renewed weekly by contacting
the Thorn office.
The Rose Thorn









People in England seem to be a
strange bunch. They drive on the
wrong side of the road on the
wrong, side of their cars, they
speak so bloody properly, and
they apparently think that Renee
Zellweger (Nurse Betty, Jerry
Maguire) is fat. So it is lucky for
the director of this movie,
Sharon Maguire, that it takes
place in this backward civiliza-
tion, or no one would have be-
lieved she was an overweight
older woman finally determined
to find love and happiness. Be-
cause, lets face it, this woman
looks good. I'm not sure if its a
joke but they say she put on 20
pounds to play this role. But you
really can not tell except during
shots when they purposely make
her look bad.
This movie starts out very
strongly as you begin to follow
Bridget Jones through her life.
Zellweger has a very captivating
presence that keeps you interest-
ed throughout the movie. The
ENTERTAINMENT 
Pete's Movie Review
other characters are all devel-
oped well and you genuinely feel
for them by the end of the film.
After eighteen straight months
of being utterly single Jones de-
cides to change her attitude on
life and find happiness. She also
decides to write a Diary of her
new life. At virtually the exact
same moment two men begin to
court her.
Daniel Cleaver, played by
Hugh Grant (Mickey Blue Eyes,
Notting Hill), is her current boss
and all around scoundrel women
seem to love so much. He begins
to write her email and they soon
begin dating. She thinks he is
perfect. His old friend turned
bitter enemy is Mark Darcy,
played by Colin Firth (Shakes-
peare in Love, The English Pa-
tient), a successful lawyer her
mom tries to introduce her too.
She of course has a relationship
with Cleaver, and wants nothing
to do with Darcy until her rela-
tionship with Cleaver comes
crashing down.
Her friends and family are all
absolutely hilarious. Her mom.
played by Gemma Jones, shows
items on QVC and says the most
inappropriate things possible to
her daughter, a trait Bridget
seemed to have picked up from
her mom, leading to some of the
funniest parts of the movie. Her
mom also dates a man who is or
ange from self tanning lotion the
entire movie. Her friends also
seem to do everything they can
to embarrass her, but deep down
Page 5
Hugh Grant and Renee Zellweger Star in Bridget Jones Diary
www.imdb.com
they all care about her.
The one thing about this movie
that I really liked, feelings of
love between friends and family,
even in hard times, are conveyed
believably. However, this movie
is far from a tearjerker. In fact it
had me laughing most of the
time.
There is a lot of this movie that
I really liked but in the end it was
very predictable and boring. She
switches between guys a few
times and then she picks one. If
the director had wrapped it up a
little faster, however, I would
have loved it.
That's the biggest problem
with movies today. Directors ei-
ther add too much or take too
much out. With a little editing
this movie could have Oscar
written all over it but as it is, it
falls short of being great.
So I guess that brings me to my
review. On a scale of zero to
four where four is Classic and a .
zero is the Teenage Mutant Ninja
Turtles 3: Turtles in Time I give
this movie two and a half stars.
You will enjoy it if you go, but
do not feel bad if you never find
time to see it.
INDIANA THEATRE
7th & Ohio 232-8076
www.IndianaTheatre.com
Giant Screen/ Stadium Seating
Castaway
7inn Hank, & Helen Hunt
Fri 7:00
Sat no MON ie
Sun - Thur 7:00










Hamlet is one of Shakespeare's
most popular plays, which in turn
makes it one of the most popular
and enduring works of literature
ever written in the English Ian-,
guage. It is also the frequent target
of film adaptation, as is the case
with a new version directed by
Michael Almereyda. During its
theater release in the May of 2000,
this film was limited to only a
select group of theaters in large
cities, but with its release on VHS
and DVD last Tuesday, we can all
enjoy this fine interpretation of
Shakespeare's classic work.
Interpretations of the Bard's
work are often controversial, some
because they drastically alter or
rearrange his poetic language and
others because they move the
action to a foreign or anachronistic
setting. This new adaptation does
both. The action plays out in
present day Manhattan where the
Denmark corporation has estab-
lished its headquarters, and the
dialogue has been rearranged and
manipulated to the point that any-
one trying to follow along in their
copy of The Complete Works of
Shakespeare will find themselves
flipping frantically between acts.
tional instability that Shakespeare
intended for the young Prince of
Denmark. Bill Murray, who has
been given the part of Polonius,
delivers his lines with the subtle
Hamlet Starring Ethan Hawke and Julia Stiles
For example, Hamlet's opening
lines in the film do not occur until
late in the second act of the origi-
nal.
The performances are one of the
films strongest points. Ethan
Hawke's portrayal has received a
divided response from critics, but I
believe that he does a superb job of
conveying the paranoia and emo-
irony they so clearly require. The
only performance that I found
questionable was Julia Stile's
Ophelia. There is no doubt that she
is a talented actress, but her deliv-
ery of lines here seemed dry and
unconvincing.
Although the setting has been
changed, the major characters and
plot elements remain strong. The
only major concern that I have is
that the modifications may confuse
viewers that have never read the
play or seen it performed in its
original form. Hamlet's internal
conflict regarding both the reality
of the story the ghost relates to him
and his own duty seems lost. At
the very least, it is not emphasized
as much as it should be. This is
very unfortunate since that conflict
is one of the play's most important
elements. Despite this flaw and the
rather extensive revisions, the
spirit and overall feel of the play
shine through unmistakably.
On its technical merits alone,
this is probably an average adapta-
tion, but its real strengths are its
unique wit and its style. It is amus-
ing to see how Almereyda toys
with the setting, replacing messen-
gers with fax machines and vari-
ous personal conversations with
conference calls. The stylish ward-
robe and visual effects, and the
harsh look imparted by the 16mm
film process combine brilliantly
with the other aspects of the film;
that is what ultimately won me
over.
Having seen the film versions of
Hamlet directed by Kenneth
Branagh (with Kate Winslet and
Robin Williams), and Franco Zef-
firelli (with Mel Gibson and Glenn
Close), this is the most interesting
of the three from the perspective of
reinterpretation, and it may be the
one most immediately accessible
to younger viewers.
While I found the chronological
changes in dialogue confusing
and I thought that too much was
dropped in order to obtain the two
hour play time, I genuinely
enjoyed this refreshingly modern
interpretation of a truly classic
play. On a scale of zero to four
stars I give it three and a half. It is
available on both VHS and DVD
at video stores right here in Terre
Haute, so you have absolutely no
excuse not to go check it out right
now. Go! Get thee to a Block-
buster!
Page 6 




Over the course of human his-
tory, the men who chose the path
mankind pursued were closed to
new ideas. For centuries men
thought the Earth was flat. The
Aztecs believed if they did not
continually wet their altars with
the blood of human sacrifices
the sun would disappear. Possi-
bly the only reason we don't
teach the myths as true is
because someone courageous
challenged society and won.
Even today society teaches a
myth, global warming. The
myth continues because no one
with power dares to directly
challenge the groups that fight
to maintain these claims. Glo-
bal warming is the weapon of
choice for the environmentalist.
Just as Medicare has been used
to scare the elderly into electing
certain individuals, politicians
such as Al Gore have used glo-
bal warming as a basis for their
election campaigns, a trend that
does not seem likely to end, at
least until the truth is revealed.
The advocates for global
warming continue to show how
the planet's temperature over the
last 100 years continues to rise.
From 1940 until 1975, the glo-
bal temperature fell and the
environmental headlines read,
"Are we heading into another
ice age?"
The proof that global warming
is a myth comes from atmo-
spheric temperature readings
OPINIONS The Rose ThornFriday, April 27, 2001
from NASA satellites. These
satellites show that the average
temperature on Earth actually
has decreased. The Earth over
the last 100 years has warmed,
but not appreciably over the last
50 years. It is in fact colder now
than it was 1,000 years ago. So
why all the hype? Easy answer,
its good television.
Whether astronomers report-
ing an asteroid on a collision
course with Earth or scientists
conduct a study claiming grapes
are cancerous, calamities sell
more papers.
Fear rules our world, fear of
what could be and what is. For
example, a junior high school in
Idaho solicited people to sign a
petition to ban the dangerous
chemical dihydrogen monoxide.
The pamphlets they distributed
said the hazardous chemical "is
a major component in acid rain,
can cause severe burns in its
gaseous state, can cause death
when accidentally inhaled, con-
tributes to erosion, and has been
found in tumors." The students
then went and asked fifty adults
to sign: 43 signed to outlaw the
chemical, 6 couldn't decide, and
one knew that dihydrogen mon-
oxide was only water.
What people don't understand
is that the planet they live on is a
dynamic environment. Some-
times it's too hot, other times
it's too cold, and sometimes it's
just right. But if you still have
faith in global warming, a






(North Carolina State U.)
(U-WIRE) Raleigh, N.C. -
Remember when you were
young and you wished that every
day could be Christmas day? You
could wake up each morning to a
brand-new pile of boxes wrapped
in shiny paper with your name on
them. You could spend each night
with visions of sugar plums danc-
ing through your head while you
strained to hear hoofbeats on the
rooftop. The city you live in
would always look cheerful, and
if you were especially lucky, you
wouldn't have to dream about
white Christmases, as you'd have
at least three or four to choose
from each year.
I've realized over the past few
days that I'm pining for the holi-
days, but not for Christmas. No
jolly fat man for me; the big
brown gobbler of Thanksgiving is
the symbol I seek. I'm not looking
to binge on nap-inducing drum-
sticks and copious quantities of
mashed spuds and biscuits, but
instead I'm seeking to capture the
feeling behind what unfortunately
only comes around once a year.
I must say 2001 has been pretty
rough so far. After getting all of
that Y2K panic out of the way
with minimum damage in 2000, I
confess I was looking for some
pretty smooth sailing into the
early part of the new millennium.
Then 2001 reared its ugly head
and sunk that boat without the
customary shot across the bow. It
all began with some pretty scary
illnesses in my family in February.
It has continued with my failure to
achieve a goal I've worked on for
the past two years. The only
bright spot so far has been that I
refigured my taxes properly and
got a refund rather than owing
Uncle Sam a large chunk of
change like last year. Finances
aside, I've been left feeling like an
average Mike Tyson opponent --
punch-drunk -- and wondering if
I'm going to get my ear bitten off.
But then I started thinking
about Thanksgiving. We set aside
this one day where we are actually
supposed to think about all that
for which we are thankful. No
matter the concerns in our lives,
we shelve them to instead realize
that each year brings both large
and small blessings we should
treasure. On this one day, you can
lay aside your concerns in favor of
doing something as simple as
breaking bread with those you
love. Everything slows down for a
while as you talk about the good
things that have come to pass, no
matter how insignificant they
seemed at the time. You find your-
self just as pleased by things that
have happened to other people as
you would if they had happened to
you. If your family is anything
like mine, your biggest concerns
are finding some couch space for
a serious power nap and fighting
over which football game is the
most important and therefore the
one to be watched. If you are
especially lucky, you stick every-
thing back in the oven to reheat
and do it all again for dinner.
Then you go home. It's back to
the drudgery of everyday life.
Thanksgiving comes that once per
year, and once it's gone it
becomes so very easy to ignore
the good things in our lives. Even
before you eat the last bowl of tur-
key soup, the uplifting feelings
caused by remembering and shar-
ing so many blessings have faded
away. If you run into a streak of
bad events, more likely than not
you will have a very hard time
seeing that there are silver linings
to these dark clouds. Daily life
can take on the dull patina of neg-
ativity that was polished away in
November.
For that reason, I propose we
have Thanksgiving once per
week. You don't have to bake a
turkey or make tons of pies. You
don't have to drive hundreds of
miles. You don't even have to
leave your own house. Instead,
spend some time with someone
you care about discussing the
good things that have happened to
both of you in the past week. Even
if you've had a rotten week, you
can find something worth cele-
brating; if nothing else, you got
through the last week alive. With
practice, you'll likely start to
notice these little things as they
happen, rather than just remem-
bering them later. The next time
you feel as if nothing in your life
is going right, just remember: It's
Thanksgiving, and you need to
take a little time to celebrate your
blessings, even if it's a little hard
to see them at first glance. You'll
be glad you did.
Staff Editorial
The Daily Free Press
(Boston U.)
(U-WIRE) BOSTON -
College students may have a
new protection against credit
card scams. Rep. Louise Slaugh-
ter (D-N.Y.) introduced the Stu-
dent Credit Card Protection Act
last month, which would set the
cap for the available credit corn-
panics can offer students without
a co-signer at 20 percent of their
annual income, and parent co-
signers would have to agree in
writing to all credit increases.
This bill would help to decrease
number of credit card frauds and
college students who are forced
to declare bankruptcy every
year.
Oftentimes. students can
Slam on credit scams
often be their own worst ene-
mies. Although many under-
stand the importance of
maintaining a good credit his-
tory, far too many students
accrue major credit card debt
while still in school -- in fact,
close to one out of 10 undergrad-
uates owe more than $7,000 in
credit card debt, Slaughter said
in a statement to the House of
Representatives.
Building a solid credit history
is important as students decide
to make major purchases in the
future, such as a home. Mistakes
that students make during their
college years will remain on
their record for seven years. Stu-
dents tend to make credit pur-
chases out of convenience rather
than necessary, which may get
them in trouble when they have
to pay that money back.
To establish good credit and
valuable budgeting skills, stu-
dents should be sure to pay, if
possible, more than the mini-
mum balance on time for all
credit cards and use them in
moderation. Be weary of credit
cards that charge high interest
rates, late fees and annual fees,
as these fees may increase your
debt to the card company.
Do the research on credit
cards before signing any agree-
ments. Many students can tell
horror stories about being ripped
off by credit card companies that
lure them in with attractive gifts
and misleading deals. Don't sign
up for a credit card until you
have read all the fine print about
its rules and fully understand
what you are getting into. Many
credit card companies offer stu-
dent deals that will ease you into
the world of credit, but some-
times, even these plans can
deceive you into signing outra-
geous agreements.
If this bill becomes a law, stu-
dents will be able to turn to the
federal government for help with
credit card scams -- but in the
meantime, students should learn
to make wise credit decisions.
I know you have opinions, feel like expressing them? If you do, join
the Rose-Hulman Thorn as a staff writer. Or if you don't have any opin-








































"Working to keep the Rose-Hulman community
Wormed by providing an accurate and
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The Rose Thorn welcomes and encourages comments from its readers. We request that all letters to the editor be less than 300 words in length.
E-mail is the preferred method of communication. The editors reserve the right to edit letters for grammar, clarity, and length.
All letters must contain the writer's signature (electronic form is acceptable) and contact phone number to confirm the letter before publication.
ALL LETTERS TO THE EDITOR MUST BE RECEIVED BY NOON ON TUESDAY BEFORE PUBLICATION
'Hie views expressed in the "Mom are those it the original author and do not necessarily represent the vtews of the Thom staff - or Rose-I iulman community.
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Tidbits
Baseball -- Professor Patsy Brackin
threw out the first pitch in last Friday's
baseball game against Sewanee.
Junior Robert Chandler pitched a
three hit shutout .in the Engineers 3-0
win over the University of the South on
Saturday night. Chandler recorded ten
strikeouts while tossing a complete
game.
Freshman Matt Moore hit his team
leading sixth homerun in the win on Sat-
urday as well.
Freshman Eric Clementoni struck out
the first , five batters he, faced and
recorded his third win of the season in
Sunday's 7-6 defeat of Sewanee.
The Engineers completed a four game
sweep of Sewanee to clinch a spot in the
SCAC Spring Sports Festival.
Men's Tennis -- The Engineers
secured their second consecutive win-
ning season with victories over Transyl-
vania and Earlham Colleges. Senior Kris
Chaney and junior Jake Isenburg each
recorded two singles and two doubles
victories on the contest. Rose-Hulman
opens ,the SCAC Spring Sports Festival
against Millsaps College today at 8am.
Women's Tennis Junior Shi-Ipa Lad
and sophomore Alison Bailey each
earned singles victories in the Engineers
win over Earlham College on Saturday.
Rose-Hulman returns to action today at
8am against Oglethorpe College.
Track and Field Senior Maggy
Lowry threw the discus a school record
33.86m (ill ft I in) in Saturday's meet at
Millikin. Senior Ben Shanks won the
hammer throw championship with a
143' 10" toss.
Men's Basketball -- Junior Chris
Unton was presented with a Verizon
Academic All-American award prior to
the start of Friday's game. Dr. Hulbert
and basketball coach Jim Shaw were on
hand for the presentation.
"The most impressive thin about
Chris' combination of athletic commit-
ment and academic excellence is the fact
that he manages his time in such a way
that neither are sacrificed," stated coach
Shaw.
Unton and the Engineers claimed their
second SCAC crown this past winter.
SCAC Spring Sports Festival
at DePauw University
Keep Up To Date on The Web
www.depauw.edu/ath/scacfest
Softball — Freshman Nikki Rosenow
leads the women's softball team into the
weekend batting .513 heading into
today's SCAC softball tournament game
with Rhodes College. The game starts at
2:30pm and will be played at DePauw
University.
Golf -- Junior Jeremy Roehm placed
second in the Franklin Invitational this
Past weekend. Roehm fired a one-over-
par 73 to record the best individual
effort of the tournament. The team fin-
ished third of nine teams. The golf team
returns to action at the Sports Festival
today and tomorrow.
The Softball Team wishes all
student-athletes the hest
of luck this eteekeed
2001 Spring Sports Fostival
lk+rau %Art ttv • tirennuaille,Indans
prl 2E,27
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and athletes have aspirations to
claim the coveted spring sports
festival titles this weekend. The
festival, hosted by DePauw
University, kicked off Thurs-
day morning with games both
in Greencastle, and at Rose-
Hulman.
The softball team hopes to
claim the first ever conference
crown in the history of
women's sports at Rose-Hut-
man.
"The softball team must con-
tinue playing solid defense and
playing as a team. We also need
to continue hitting the ball into
the holes and giving ourselves
the opportunity to score. Our
fundamentals will be the key
for us to be successful this
weekend," stated coach Jody
Prete.
Several players hope to make
an impact in the tournament,
including freshmen pitcher and
player of the year candidates
Tabatha Doughty and Nikki
Rosenow. Doughty carries an
ERA of 3.13 into the tourna-
ment along with nine wins and
23 strikeouts. Dougthy also
makes her presence felt behind
the plate, batting .317. Rosenow
leads the league with a .513 bat-
ting average. Rosenow is also
slugging .735 with an on base
percentage of .592.
Senior Christine Trossman
and freshman Stacy Gonya add
an extra dimension to Rose-


































not an SCAC event, Shanks did
set the school record, and has
high hopes for this weekend.
Sophomore Anrew Schipper
also looks to claim an SCAC
title Schipper has already qual-
ified for the NCAA division III
outdoor championships at Mil-
likin. Sophomore Anna
Burgner, coming off a personal
best in the Hurdles, also looks
for similar success.
The men's tennis team pre-
Kyle Gossman/The Thorn
Tabatha Doughty' is prepared to swing the bat
agains Rhodes today at 2:30. The game will be
played at Depauw University.
man leads the team with 29
RBI's, and Gonya tops the list
with four home runs.
The softball team opens their
SCAC title bid today at 2:30 in
Greencastle.
The golf team, lead by junior
Jeremy Roehm, opens its SCAC
title hopes in Spencer, today as
well. The Engineers are rolling
off a third place finish at Frank-
lin College. Roehm shot a one-
over-par 73 to pace the engi-
neers in the second day of the
Thorn Athlete of The Week:
Robert Chandler
R H IT SID Office
Junior Robert Chandler winds up for the pitch. Chandler
has fanned 130 batters in his Rose-Hulman Career.
Junior Robert Chandler of
Nashville, Tennessee has
shown the ability to dominate
hitters over his last three starts.
His six wins lead the Engi-
neers' baseball team. In his
two most recent outings,
Chander recorded 23 strike-
outs. For his performance on
the field, Chandler has been
named Thorn Athlete of the
week.
"Bobby and Matt (King)
work well together. Once he
(Chandler) gets in a groove,
he's near impossible to stop."
commented assistant baseball
coach Shawn Bendel.
Chandler sits at 6-1 on the
season, and has allowed just
one earned run in his last 25
innings of work. Over the
three starts, the engineers have
recorded two wins, two by
shutout, including a two-hit,
10-0 rout of Oglethorpe on
April 14th. Chandler sits ninth
on the team's career strikeout
list with 130.
pares to tackle Millsaps College
at 8am in Greencastle. Senior
Kris Chaney recorded two sin-
gles and two doubles victories
against Transylvania and Earl-
ham, the final tuneiip for the
tournament. The men's team
also clinched their fourth win-
ning season in the last five
years.
Sophomore Alison Bailey
and the ladies are also looking
for success this weekend on the
tennis court. The women kick
off the tournament today at 8am
in Greencastle against Ogletho-
rpe. The women picked up a
win last weekend, and are hop-
ing to make their best tourna-
ment appearance ever.
"We're really excitied about
the match against Oglethorpe.
We beat them last year, and
there's no reason why we can't
do it again this time. What
we're really looking forward to
is the opportunity to compete
with number one seed Trinity.
We just have to beat Oglethorpe
first," commented Bailey.
Baseball games will be
hosted at 10am at Rose-Hulman
today and tomorrow. Today's
match up involves Millsaps
and Trinity with tomorrow's
hosting the sixth game on the
schedule, teams to be
announced. All the teams are
looking to make a mark on the
season, and there will be several
surprises. The Engineers have a
history of outstanding personal
and team performances in past
tournaments. If at all possible,
take some time to visit DePauw
and catch up on the action.




team completed its SCAC season
on Thursday, suffering close
losses to Southwestern Univer-
sity and Oglethorpe College.
The Engineers jumped out to
an early 7-0 lead in the first
game. The Pirates' coaching staff
opted to walk senior Andy Toch-
terman and face freshman Matt
Moore. Moore then answered
with a three-run blast, his seventh
of the year.
Southwestern answered with a
vengence, scoring six times to
pull within one. Freshmen Eric
Clementoni and Scott Otto com-
bined to relieve Tochterman. The
Pirates tagged Otto twice in the
eighth to pull ahead for the win.
Junior Robert Chandler took to
the mound for the second game
of the day against Oglethorpe
College. An error in the first left
two on base. Brian Welch blasted
a shot to left center, clearing the
bases and giving the Stormy
Petrels a 3-0 lead.
Chandler didn't let the early
runs get to him, and struck out
thirteen batters across eight
innings. Senior Travis Soyer
came on in relief of Chandler.
The Petrels picked up two runs in
the top of the ninth, one charged
to Chandler, and the other to
Soyer.
Freshman Drew DeMarco,
sophomore Saylan Lukas, and
senior Andy Tochternian each-
scored a run to lead the offense.
The offense proved too little too
late, as the Engineers fell by a
score of 5-3. Rose-Hulman
returns to action on May 6th at
home against Thomas Moore
College.
Need the latest updates in sports,
especially Rose sports?
Tune in Saturday mornings from 11:30 to 1:00 to The
Saturday Sports Review on 90.5 WMHD "The Mon-
key."
Also, Visit our website: wmhd.rose-hulman.edu/sports
 The Rose Thorn 
FLIP'nnclin
Volume 36, Issue 24 Taco Bell: "It's cheaper than food!"
Arts 'IN Crafts Korner
Hey Kids!
In honor of Campus Beautifi-
cation day, today's Flipside has
come bundled with a Personal
Litter Creation Kit! Just follow
these simple illustrated direc-
tions to create even more litter
for the volunteers to pick up!
Unfold paper, lay flat on table 0
Lift top sheet of paper with both hands
Wad vigorously
40 Congratulate yourself! You've made a single unit of litter!
Throw it out the window, or at your roommate.
V Remember: litter responsibly.
Prof Quotes!
('cause they just keep talking)
"Yeah, the shit is different from city to city."
Dr Jones - referring to wastewater treatment in Intro to Environmental Engineering
"They have small, medium, large, and Bremmer Size"
Dr. Bremmer - on McDonald's sizing system
"Short and fat is better than long and thin"
Dr. Hatten - discussing electrical resistivity of wires
"So last week I had my nose checked, yesterday I had my heart checked. This
afternoon I'm going to the dentist. What's next? My colon?"
Dr. Bremmer - on a tangent
Lenny: "Let's make litter out of those Literati!"
Carl: That's too clever. You're one of them!"
Headline of the week-
"Cure for anorexia discovered. 'Eat' Say Researchers-
-http://www.thesatyrcom,
Rando, WI Friday, April 27, 2001
Gregory sez, "Vote for me"
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The Slacker's Guide to Choosing a Hummer
The NAASP* is proud to provide its quarterly hummer recommendations for the
Rose campus ...
GL
Introduction to East Asia: Clark
Clark is a lower intensity prof. His courses demand some work, but aren't a contin-
uous heavy load. The forecast calls for regular light reading, and the occasional
paper.
Verdict - Slack
World Regional Geography: Kukral
We've heard great things about this course. Go for it.
Verdict - Slack
Introduction to Drama: Carvill
Carvill is fun, but assigns enough to several cut in to your EverQuest time. Take
only if the subject interests you.
Verdict - Avoid
RH
Intro to Philosophy: Macau ley
MaCauley is new here, and his borg shields have not adapted to Rose Students




Survivors of the course report a heavy workload. Take only if genuinely interested.
Verdict - Avoid
SL
Principles of Economics: Bremmer / Christ
Bremmer won't give you crap for missing a few classes, as long as you hit the
tests. No word on how Christ (the son of god?) handles class, but forgiveness is
expected. If you have an aptitude for math, the class should be a blast.
Verdict - Slack
Principles of Psychology: Brophy
Do you think psychology is the pinnacle of human study? No? Then Brophy hates
you. Expect a lot of papers.
Verdict - Avoid
VA
Philosophy of Religion: Macauley




Aren't taking advantage of the FL wildcard status? Fool! Take some Spanish, and
get out of some other graduation requirements. Make sure to take at least two
courses in the language, or they won't count as wildcards.
Verdict - Slack
*National Association for the Advancement of Slacker Persons
Humor research discovers that
the word ̀ Ninja' is funny
This week in history
-1502 Italy
Can't wash off stink of movie!
Can't wash off stink of movie!
Other 'funny' words include weasel, Chihua-
hua, Clooney, and Montezuma,
Leonardo da Vinci sketches out plans for a
rudimentary monorail in his notebook.
Watching the move "Freddie Got Fingered"
will inflict permanent brain damage
See "Breakthrough"- Page 9 See "16th century rail" - Page 10 See "Horse Genetalia" - Page 11
The Little Line o' Bull: The content of the Flipside is intended to be purely humorous, it does not represent the views or opinions of The Rose Thorn or Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology. As a matter of
fact, it probably doesn't represent anybody's opinions, 'cause it's all just a joke. Chris Perkins. All material is copyright of it's respective owner, void where prohibited, and may cause birth defects.
